
Freshman Skills Sophomore Skills Junior Skills Senior Skills Writing Skills Content Areas

Brainstorm, write a draft, 

revise and edit

Brainstorm, write a draft, 

revise and edit

Brainstorm, write a draft, 

revise and edit

Brainstorm, write a draft, 

revise and edit Writing Process GEN

Write a simple thesis

Write an appropriate thesis 

for any type of  writing 

prompt 

Write a complex thesis that 

analyzes literature

Generate and defend a 

complex thesis that 

incorporates multiple sources 

and personal experiences Develop a Thesis GEN

Consistently use TAG in 

writing

Write a complex introduction 

with use of TAG and thesis

Write a complex introduction 

including TAG, necessary 

background information, and 

a complex thesis focusing on 

literary analysis

Write a complex introduction 

including TAG, necessary 

background and a complex 

thesis focusing on multiple 

sources and personal 

experiences

Write an Introduction that 

utilizes TAG: Using title, 

author, and genre when 

writing about literature SS, LA

Respond to a prompt using 

the on-demand writing 

process

Respond to a prompt in the 

appropriate writing style, 

using the on-demand writing 

process 

Respond to a complex 

literary prompt within one 

class period

Respond to a complex 

prompt that incorporates 

literature and personal 

experiences On-demand Writing GEN

Organize ideas around a 

thesis

Organize ideas around a 

thesis and begin to utilize 

ideas of others to support a 

position

Organize ideas around a 

thesis; provide adequate and 

specific support 

Organize ideas around a 

thesis and provide adequate, 

specific support  from 

multiple sources Qualify and Defend a Position GEN

Identify audience and 

purpose

Write using a specific 

audience and purpose 

Analyze the context of 

writing. Address writing to a 

specific audience and 

purpose 

Analyze the context of 

writing. Address writing to a 

specific audience, 

circumstance and purpose 

Effectively assess writing 

situations and context LA, SS, SC, PE, HE, CE, FA



Identify the author's 

argument 

Identify the author's 

argument and begin to 

identify methods of 

argument

Analyze others arguments, 

analyze the methods used, 

be able to detect bias

Analyze others arguments 

and support or challenge 

them using rational 

arguments Challenge an argument SC, SS, LA, HE, 

Use in-text citation

Use in-text citation in a 

meaningful way

Using MLA style, cite multiple 

literary sources

Develop a works cited page 

in MLA style for a complex 

research paper, use multiple 

sources in a meaningful way Cite a source SS, LA, SC

Recognize and write an 

appropriate introduction, 

body and conclusion

Recognize and write an 

appropriate introduction, 

body and conclusion. Identify 

various organizational 

structures including cause 

and effect, 

comparison/contrast, and 

definition

Be able to use more than one 

organizational structure:  

cause and effect; 

comparison/contrast; 

definition

Use an organizational 

structure with clear 

coherence and a smooth 

progression of ideas

Essay structure (it's more 

than a 5 paragraph essay) GEN
Identify  plot, character, 

point of view, setting, theme, 

and style (diction, figurative 

language, imagery, and 

symbolism)

Identify  plot, character, 

point of view, setting, theme, 

and style (diction, figurative 

language, imagery, and 

symbolism)

Analyze  plot, character, 

point of view, setting, theme, 

and style (diction, figurative 

language, imagery, and 

symbolism)

Analyze  plot, character, 

point of view, setting, theme, 

and style (diction, figurative 

language, imagery, and 

symbolism)

Write analytically about 

literature LA

Identify aspects of good 

writing given samples 

provided by teacher

Identify aspects of good 

writing given samples 

provided by teacher

Evaluate model essays using 

scoring guides

Evaluate model essays using 

scoring guides

Use model writing samples 

and anchor writings to 

evaluate writing GEN ?????

Recognizes the need for 

varied vocabulary and 

sentence structure in writing

Demonstrates some control 

of vocabulary and sentence 

structure in writing

Demonstrates control of 

language using appropriate 

vocabulary and uses a variety 

of sentence structures

Demonstrates skillful use of 

language using a varied and 

apt vocabulary; 

demonstrates meaningful 

variety of sentence structure Style/Language GEN ?????



Utilize direct quotes and 

paraphrasing from one text 

source when writing an 

essay.

Utilize paraphrasing and 

direct quotes from at least 

one source in an essay. 

Students will be able to 

evaluate and assess the 

appropriateness of sources. 

Utilize paraphrasing and 

direct quotes from literary 

texts in a paper of substantial 

length. Students will be able 

to evaluate and assess the 

appropriateness of sources. 

Utilize paraphrasing and 

direct quotes from multiple 

sources in a paper of 

substantial length. Students 

will be able to evaluate and 

assess the appropriateness of 

sources. Research Skills/ Process LA. SS, HE, SC?, 

Define, identify, and correctly 

use: subject of a sentence, 

predicate of a sentence, 

noun, verb, conjunctions, 

adverbs, and adjectives.  

Correctly use in writing: end 

punctuation, the comma, and 

the semi-colon.  

Produce writing with 

accurate spelling. Show 

control of clauses, including 

main and subordinate, and 

phrases, including gerund, 

infinitive and participial. 

Understand and use proper 

placement of modifiers. 

Demonstrate an 

understadning of proper 

English usage, including the 

consistent use of verb tenses 

and forms. Use conventions 

of punctuation correctly, 

including semi-colons, 

colons, ellipses, hyphens and 

dashes. Use correct Conventions GEN


